12 July 2005

Dear Mr. President,

We were pleased to see that you recently wrote to Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of the
United Nations (on 26 June 2005), initiating development of an overarching national
development strategy, based on the Millennium Development Goals, to vigorously reduce
poverty in Tajikistan.

We are happy to note that through this process you will:

- Prepare the national development strategy for the 2006-2015 period, based on the MDG
needs assessment, and integrate all existing medium- and long-term policy documents (social-
economic development plan to 2015, public investment programme, medium-term expenditure
framework, etc.) into this strategy;

- Prepare a detailed medium-term poverty reduction strategy for the 2006-2008 period,
based on the national development strategy;

- Define measures directed towards reducing poverty as the first priority, and implement
measures that speed up the poverty reduction process,

- Base national budget preparation processes on the priorities defined in the nationa
devel opment strategy and the poverty reduction strategy;

- And establish, together with donors, a monitoring and evaluation system for the
devel opment and implementation of the national devel opment strategy.

This last point is of special importance. Your Government, the people of Tgjikistan and
the donor community together, need to be certain that resources are being well spent. Concern
about corruption, in particular, continues to rise — and a more concerted and dynamic effort by the
Government, with our support, will be an important and necessary component of your focus on
poverty reduction. It would be particularly important that specific measures to address corruption
be included in both the national development strategy and poverty reduction strategy.

The pledge of your personal leadership of this process is encouraging because it raises
expectations for attacking poverty and corruption, promoting private sector development, and
improving public sector governance, especially through public administration reform. As you
forge ahead with these efforts, we do very much wish to accompany you across the whole
spectrum of this exercise, both in assisting you and your Government to elaborate your strategy,
and in vigorously implementing it.

Working at the country level, we do not have the power to increase financia allocations
for Tajikistan. However, an up scaled effort of this type, should it get off to a successful and
convincing start, will certainly be deserving of up scaled support, and we would willingly
communicate this opinion to our respective headquarters.

We avail ourselves of the opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the assurance of our
highest consideration.

Sincerely yours,

(Sgnaturesin a simple attached list with names and titles typed in afterwards)









